
3rd International Colic Surgery Course and Laboratory 
This course was first offered in November, December 2016 and will be given again in response to 
the positive feedback from attendees (see below). The purpose of this course is to teach surgical 
methods that reduce complication rates (especially reflux), improve survival rates, and reduce 
reliance on costly postoperative treatments. Emphasis will be on: 
 Gathering the mesentery and decompressing distended small intestine  

 Completing an effective jejunocecostomy 

 Recognizing and avoiding common errors 

 Using anastomotic methods that preserve lumen size 

 Performing an ultrasound examination under the guidance of experts 

 And many other steps critical for surgical success. 
This course is aimed at small intestinal surgery and a suitable audience would range from residents 
in training programs to more experienced surgeons (DVM or equivalent) who do colic surgery. If 
any questions, please contact David Freeman at freemand@ufl.edu. 
 
 Note change of venue for 2018: University of California, Davis. 
 Please save the date, November 28 to November 30, 2018. This course will precede the AAEP 
Annual Convention in San Francisco, California, December 1 to December 5, 2018. In this way, 
you can avail of two educational opportunities in close proximity. Please share this with others. 
 
The following are testimonials from previous attendees: 
 I do believe that incorporating your approach into these cases is going to be life‐changing. 
 Horse has done great, never refluxed. It was the least post‐op care I have ever given a 

resection case. No plasma or polymyxin‐B, all the things I seem to have to do to keep these 
horses alive. Horse is now on full feed. 

 I commend you for all the work you put into it, the diagrams, videos, all of it…. I learned so 
much. You are a wonderful teacher. 

 If not for your course I might have continued to euthanize such cases. 
 I resected 7 m of small intestine, laid out a nice J and did a nice wide jejunocecostomy. Horse 

never looked back and started eating right away. 
 I want to thank you for putting on such a phenomenal educational experience for us these 

past few days. I learned SO much. 
 Thank you again for sharing of your knowledge and experience! 
 Thank you for all the skills you gave us in Florida. I use them in every colic surgery. 
 Thank you once more for this course. It was an amazing experience. 
 It is an extremely well organized and executed course and couldn't be more comprehensive. 
 I learned so much and feel so much more comfortable with small intestinal lesions. 
 I can honestly say that I've never been to a wet lab where the instructor cared so much. Great 

job! 
 We used a lot of the techniques discussed in the course and did the interrupted pattern for the 

anastomosis and the horse's recovery has been great - he went home yesterday. 
 Having learned all the little important tricks from you, it is even more fun to do than 

before… 


